
Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

April 13, 2023

Empowering students to grow as informed, inspired, compassionate
souls.

Greetings SJRS Families, Faculty and Staff,

Happy Easter to all! I hope that everyone had a blessed and beautiful long weekend with family.

We are entering into an exciting time of year with LOTS going on. There are many field trips and
academic projects on the calendar, and graduation planning is underway for BOTH schools. I
strongly urge you to be sure to promptly read all communications that you receive from me or any
of the faculty members or administrators so you stay informed about everything that is happening.

Our Spring Craft Fair  is coming up exactly one month from today -- May 13. We are really
thrilled to see the growth of the craft fair each year. But this also means that we need lots of help to
manage the event. If you can help out, even for just a a few hours, it would be appreciated. Please
see below for details.

Our Spring Concert is also on the horizon -- May 15! The students have been working very hard
with Mr. Thies. I'm optimistic that we will finally be able to have the concert this year after being
away from this event since 2019. Please see below for all details and ticket information.

Report cards for the third quarter will be sent out tomorrow or Monday via email. Please keep an
eye out for those. If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to reach out directly to your
child's teacher(s).

Per Mrs. Bezio's email yesterday,  students may now wear shorts to school.
* Knee-length walking shorts - navy blue or khaki - are permitted.
* Knee-length dresses and skirts must be worn with bicycle shorts, tights or leggings underneath.
* Navy blue athletic shorts may be worn on gym days only.

And finally, do not miss Mercy Academy's Little Women this Friday or Saturday (see below). It's
going to be an excellent production!

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/
https://www.mercyacademykeene.org/
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-concert
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSclVBI8tVW5xEtd6KVv7ZkXmz8_33qZOnMk8z735sj_jXzrWA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://bfcamp.com/
https://hannafordhelpsschools.com/


May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

 
MATTHEW 28:5-7
Then the angel said to the
women in reply, “Do not be
afraid! I know that you are
seeking Jesus the crucified. He
is not here, for he has been
raised just as he said. Come and
see the place where he lay. Then
go quickly and tell his disciples,
‘He has been raised from the
dead, and he is going before you
to Galilee; there you will see
him.’ Behold, I have told you.”

IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 4/13 – Elem Running Club starts
Friday 4/14 – Middle School Spring Dance (6-
8pm – Grades 6-8)
Mon-Fri 4/24-4/28 – Spring Break NO
SCHOOL
Mon-Fri 5/1-5  – Teacher Appreciation Week
Friday 5/5 – Activity Night (6-8pm – Grades
4-8)
Saturday 5/13 – Spring Craft Fair/SJRS
Spring Arts Showcase
Monday 5/15 – Spring Concert – Redfern Arts
Center at KSC
Monday 5/29 – Memorial Day NO SCHOOL

CLICK HERE for the complete updated
2022-2023 SCHOOL CALENDAR

CLICK HERE for the preliminary
2023-2024 SCHOOL CALENDAR

 

PLANNING FOR OUR SPRING CRAFT FAIR
We need your help for our Spring Craft Fair on May 13! Our craft fair is growing each year
with more than 90 vendors joining us this year! We're looking forward to a great day!

VOLUNTEERS are needed to work at the raffle, bake sale, and food booths on the day of
the event and also a few days afterwards to help out with contacting raffle winners. You do

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/_files/ugd/60eb28_990fa4e943954409ba6d9dd554f91e04.pdf
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/_files/ugd/60eb28_5c525c6c73ae4dd0a18c246629120dec.pdf
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/_files/ugd/60eb28_5c525c6c73ae4dd0a18c246629120dec.pdf
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/_files/ugd/60eb28_5c525c6c73ae4dd0a18c246629120dec.pdf


not need to work for the entire day -- just a few hours would be a huge help!

BAKED GOODS are needed for our bake sale booth. Baked goods can be brought to
school the day before (Friday, May 12) or on the morning of the craft fair (Saturday, May
13).

If you can help with any of the above, please email Jen Marshall
(jmarshall@stjosephkeene.org). If you can volunteer, please indicate the time of day
when you are available. THANK YOU!

 
2023 SJRS SPRING CONCERT

Monday, May 15
Redfern Arts Center at Keene State College
Doors open at 6:00pm
Concert begins at 6:30pm

Tickets are $5.00 each. Students do not need a ticket,
since they will be performing.
All seats are general admission.
The deadline to purchase is Friday, May 5.

CLICK HERE to purchase tickets!

If you have trouble purchasing online or have
questions, please contact Kate in the Main Office
(kate@stjosephkeene.org).

Seating capacity is limited, so we will have two ticket
sales time periods. Between now and Friday, May 5,
each SJRS family will have the opportunity to
purchase a maximum of 4 tickets only . Please only
purchase tickets if you know for certain that you will
use them.

Then if any tickets remain available, between May 8-
12, any SJRS family may purchase any number of
additional tickets on a first-come, first-serve basis
until all tickets are sold.

ALL STUDENTS will be performing. Students must
arrive at 6:00pm. Students should be dressed up
("Sunday best") for the performance

 
LEMONADE SALE!
The Mercy Academy Student Council will
be selling lemonade at SJRS during the
lunch periods next Wednesday April 19.
$1.00 per cup

 
ACTIVITY NIGHT -- MAY 5 -- GIFT CARD DONATIONS NEEDED!
We are planning a fun Activity Night on Friday evening, May 5, 6-8:00pm, for students in
Grades 4-8, including lots of different sports and games with prizes. We would love to have

mailto:jmarshall@stjosephkeene.org
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-concert
mailto:kate@stjosephkeene.org


some various gift cards ($5-$10 amounts) to use for the prizes. If you would be willing to
donate, please drop off the gift cards to Kate in the Main Office. THANK YOU!

 
LOST AND FOUND
Spring has sprung, and the lost and found is overflowing
with tons of lost sweaters and winter gear! Please stop by
downstairs in the Middle School cafeteria to check the pile
if your child is missing an item.

 
CHESS CLUB
The Chess Club for students in grades 3-8
has begun, but students may still join!
Students meet immediately after school in
the Elementary cafeteria 3:00-4:00pm.
Students who are new to chess are welcome
to attend! No previous experience is
necessary, just a genuine interest in learning
the game. Volunteer high school students
from Mercy Academy will be assisting the
students. Please email Kate
(kate@stjosephkeene.org) if your child
will be participating.

 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who
donated money on our Dress Down Day on
March 31 and to those who donated outdoor
equipment! We are now very well equipped for
outdoor fun this Spring!

 
READING WITH RIBBY
A reminder that all Reading with Ribby
book marks are due back to school by
TOMORROW, Friday, April 14.

mailto:kate@stjosephkeene.org


 

ART MURAL CLUB NEWS FROM MISS FLETCHER
Middle school Art Mural Club 2023 has wrapped up for the year! Students will put the finishing
touches on the mural during class time in the hopes that it will be fully completed for our SJRS
Spring Arts Showcase on May 13th! Thanks to all club participants for your beautiful work! The
school will benefit for years to come!

 
LIBRARY NEWS FROM MRS. MANN
Over the last three years, SJRS has been gifted several large donations of books. In 2021,
the Chaput Family gave the school almost 300 books.  In the spring of 2022, the
Hodgman Family gave us nearly 800 books and in September of 2022, the Guardiano
Family donated about 400 books.  The majority of all of these wonderful books have been
making their way to our library shelves.  It takes some time to sort, process and prepare
them to take their places for our students’ reading and learning, and so it may not be
immediately evident that we have collected so many new titles, but we are making progress.
To date, there have been more than 600 books added to our library collection this year
alone. We want to take a moment to say THANK YOU  to these and all our other
families who continue to help us grow and change. Introducing our students to interesting,
thought-provoking and current reading materials is the primary goal of our school library,
and every donation, large or small, helps us to do that.

 



 
At the end of March, 4th grader Xavier Fox, was
proud to win his first tennis trophy during a boys
singles tournament in Nashua, NH. Practicing with
his school mates this year during our after-school
tennis program certainly improved his skills.



 

 
2023-24 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM PARISH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
For all Catholic families, Fr. Alan has created a scholarship fund for parishioners of the
Parish of the Holy Spirit. Click below for details and the application. For more
information or if you have questions, please contact the Parish Office directly at 603-352-
3525 or via email at holyspirit.peace@gmail.com. The deadline to get the application to
Fr. Alan is MAY 1. CLICK HERE for the Parish Application and Information

 
EDUCATION TAX CREDIT
SCHOLARSHIPS
The application is open for 2023-2024
for NH Education Tax Credit
Scholarships.
1. You must be a New Hampshire
resident.
2. You must have a child/children
between the ages of 5 and 20 who is
entering Kindergarten or 1st grade for
the first time OR entering 2nd-12th
grades and coming from a public
school.
3. Your household income must not
exceed 300% of the federal poverty
level. See income chart below.
CLICK HERE for details and to
APPLY!

EDUCATION FREEDOM
ACCOUNTS
The application is open for 2023-2024
for NH Education Freedom Accounts.
You can direct all/part of your child’s
state education funding to pay for
tuition at SJRS/OLMA .
1. You must be a New Hampshire
resident.
2. Your child must be at least 5 years
old and no older than 20 years old and
entering Kindergarten – 12th grade.
3. Your household income must not
exceed 300% of the federal poverty
level. See income chart below.
CLICK HERE for details and to
APPLY!

 
Both of the above programs are administered by the Children's Scholarship Fund New
Hampshire, and applications are currently being accepted for new and returning families.
The
applications for both programs are simple and entirely online. We strongly encourage
everyone who is eligible to apply as soon as possible. Many of our families receive
funding from these great programs. There is a combined application for the programs so
that you may apply for both at the same time, if you qualify for both. You may receive
funding from BOTH programs if eligible. If you have questions about the above programs,
please contact Jen Marshall (jmarshall@stjosephkeene.org).

mailto:holyspirit.peace@gmail.com
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/_files/ugd/60eb28_656bea44175e4f2e9bd684b910350315.pdf
https://nh.scholarshipfund.org/apply/nh-education-tax-credit-scholarships/
https://nh.scholarshipfund.org/apply/nh-education-freedom-accounts/
mailto:jmarshall@stjosephkeene.org


 

Our Girl Scout Troop 59010
recently enjoyed getting to meet the
Berington Sisters, Anna and Kristy,
who are mushers from Alaska! Anna
and Kristy Berington just completed
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in
Alaska and have completed the
Yukon crossing multiple times with
their dog team! The girls were able to
meet their sled dogs and learn what
it’s like to travel 1,000 miles on a
dog sled. It was truly an experience
our SJRS Girl Scouts will never
forget!

 



 

 



For over seventy years, children from all over the country and world have attended Camp
Bernadette for girls and Camp Fatima for boys. Located in the Lakes Region of New
Hampshire, the Diocese of Manchester’s camps continue to provide opportunities for children
between the ages of five and fifteen years old to develop personally and grow spiritually. Families
searching for meaningful summer activities choose Bernadette and Fatima for their traditional
summer camp experiences within a Catholic environment. Campers spend two weeks living in
cabins while enjoying the lake, competing in sporting events, conquering the ropes courses, and
participating in faith formation activities and the sacraments. This unique programing enables
campers to have fun and grow in faith, confidence, and friendship. NH Catholic school students are
eligible for a 15% discount off tuition. If you would like to learn more, please contact Andrew
Thibault – Andrew@bfcamp.com 603-931-5500 x114.

https://bfcamp.com/
mailto:Andrew@bfcamp.com


 

 

It's that time again! We're gearing up for this year's Hannaford Helps Schools program. The 2023



program will run from March 12 through May 27 . Look for the Hannaford Helps Schools shelf
tags in the store, fill your cart with participating products and head to the register to earn School
Dollars! When shopping online, look for the apple icon on over 1,500 products. For all of the
details on how you can participate:

https://hannafordhelpsschools.com/
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